
 

  

YUD ALEF NISSAN 

As a minhag Chassidim, on Yud 

Alef Nissan we will begin reciting a 

new Kapitel for the Rebbe.  

Kollel is giving you the opportunity 

not just to say the words but to 

understand them and live them.  

Rabbi Y. Johnson will lead two 

shiurim on Tehillim chapter 116. 

Women: the shiur will take place 

this Shabbos at 6pm at the home 

of Rebbetzin Groner.  

Men: The shiur will take place on 

Monday night at 8:45pm in the 

lunchroom.  

Join us for the shiur and strengthen 

your Hiskashrus in honour of the 

Rebbe’s birthday. 

 

PESACH COUNTDOWN 

Kollel is running a full program of 

shiurim to help you get into the 

spirit of Yomtov. 

HALOCHA FOR MEN 

All men are invited to join us for 

part 2 of the Pesach Halacha se-

ries this Tuesday night 8:45-

9:30pm in the lunchroom    

.Join Rabbi Johnson for a discus-

sion on the various Halachos of 

Matzah at the seder including; 

Yachatz, Afikoman, How much to 

eat and more. 

KASHERING SERVICE 

The annual Kollel Kashering ser-

vice will take place this Monday 

night in the Werdiger Hall kitchen. 

6:00-8:30pm. Please ensure all 

Keilim are clean and have not been 

used for the past 24 hours. The 

service is free but donations can be 

made and are appreciated. 

Parshas Vayikra begins the Torah’s discussion on 

the various Korbanos which would be brought up 

onto the Mizbeach.  

When describing the Mincha flour-offerings, the 

Torah warns  כי כל שאר וכל דבש לא תקטירו ממנו אשה

‘לה , any leaven and any honey, you shall not cause 

to go up in smoke as a fire-offering to Hashem. 

According to most commentaries, honey here re-

fers to the sweet juice which come from fruits.  

In the very next Posuk, the Torah writes  קרבן ראשית

‘תקריבו אותם לה . This refers to the Bikkurim and to 

the two loaves brought on Shavuos. The Bikkurim 

did include dates and which have honey and the 

two loaves of Shavuos were made as Chometz.  

Rashi points out the contradiction of these juxta-

posed verses, explaining that the Bikkurim and the 

Shtei Halechem are exceptions to the norm.   

In these Pesukim, the Baal Shem Tov (Kesser Shem Tov 

2:393) finds a deep insight into how we should ap-

proach our service of Hashem.  

The Baal Shem Tov explains that honey and leaven 

represent the Middah of arrogance and haughti-

ness. Leaven rises and when honey boils it also 

bubbles up. The posuk teaches us that on the altar 

of Avodas Hashem, arrogance has no place.  

But, there is an exception. The Bikkurim and Shtei 

Halechem are referred to as the Korban Reishis 

(literally the first offering). This describes a person 

who is at the beginning stage of serving Hashem.  

At the beginning of one’s Avodah an element of 

pride is needed to stand up to one’s Yetzer Hora. 

The Yetzer Hora tries to sway us away with 

thoughts of “who am I and what am I to be able to 

approach Hashem.” This type of humility is wrong 

and one requires haughtiness to overcome it.  

Even then, the continuation of the Posuk warns;  ואל

 The Middah of pride may .המזבח לא יעלו לריח ניחח

be appropriate as a Korban Reishis and when first 

approaching Hashem, but it cannot go up onto the 

altar of Avodas Hashem. If one continues to serve 
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Hashem as an expression of pride or arrogance, it  

will not be a pleasing fragrance before Him.  

The Rebbe expands this theme. Sweet honey repre-

sents pleasure. At the beginning of one’s Avodas 

Hashem it may be necessary to learn or keep Mitz-

vos because of the personal pleasure they derive. 

But this is Shelo Lishma and only appropriate as a 

start. Ultimately, our Avodas Hashem should be 

purely Lishma, for Hashem’s sake alone.  

The Baal Shem Tov’s message is very relevant in our 

Chinuch approach. In their formative years we are 

initiating our children into the experience of serving 

Hashem, a Korban Reishis. 

It is necessary for them to be given a strong sense of 

pride in being frum children to be able to overcome 

peer pressure, society’s perspectives and a host of 

other challenges. A small dose of haughtiness is 

appropriate to achieve this.  

We also have to give them a Geshmak in Torah and 

Mitzvos so that they feel its sweetness and enjoy-

ment. There are a lot of competing pleasures the 

world has to offer and if we want our children to 

“buy-in” to Yiddishkeit, they need to feel personal 

enjoyment in it. 

This is the Reishis. Long term, we need to inculcate 

the value of Kabolas Ol, serving Hashem for His 

sake. Our personal enjoyment is not the ultimate 

and certainly not the objective. And we need to 

ensure that their pride does not become elitism or 

arrogance, feeling better than others. Then they will 

climb the altar of Avodas Hashem and be a true 

pleasing fragrance to Him.   
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The lead-up to Pesach can be a stressful time. 

We are all busy meticulously cleaning our 

homes. The Torah prohibits us from owning 

Chometz with two prohibitions known as בל

 Additionally there is a positive .יראה ובל ימצא

Mitzvah to remove Chometz from our homes so 

that when Pesach begins they are Chometz-free. 

Mideoraisa, nullifying the Chometz (Bittul) is 

sufficient. However the Chachamim require us 

to physically remove Chometz and not rely on 

the nullification1.  

The Shulchan Aruch2 records that the Jewish 

people are a holy people and go to great lengths 

to avoid even a trace of Chometz, even beyond 

that which Halacha mandates. The Seforim extol 

the great zechusim which come from the effort 

of thoroughly cleaning for Pesach. 

We all try our best and every Balabusta has her 

Pesach cleaning routine and standards. The 

intent of this article is not to detract from any-

one’s stringencies, especially for those who can 

manage and are happy to do so. However many 

of us due to life-circumstance and other factors, 

have limited time, energy and wellbeing. And so 

we need to keep things in perspective as we 

approach the battle against Chometz.    

It is important to know what is absolute Hala-

cha, what are Chumros (Halachic stringencies) 

and what is not required at all. This way a per-

son can focus their energies on the cleaning that 

is required without expending their effort on 

cleaning which is unnecessary or questionable 

or not priority.   

Which rooms: Any room which a person may 

have brought Chometz into over the course of 

the year requires cleaning3. A room (or cup-

board) into which one never brings Chometz 

does not require Bedikas Chometz4. However if 

one has young children, every room in the 

house requires cleaning because it is inevitable 

that Chometz was taken throughout the house.  

Homes, garages, offices, cars, prams, lockers, 

desks and bags all require cleaning for Pesach. 

High-up spaces: High up ledges do not require 

Bedikas Chometz5 as they are too high to use for 

Chometz. Therefore one does not need to clean 

on top of bookcases or wardrobe shelves unless 

one knows that they did place Chometz there. 

This is true even if one has young children.   

Hard to access areas: The Shulchan Aruch rules 

that if Chometz has fallen between the cracks of 

one’s floor boards and cannot be reached, one 

is not required to remove the floor boards. Since 

the Chometz will be nullified and therefore the 

obligation to remove it is only Rabbinic, the 

Chachamim did not require one to exert exces-

sive effort to remove the Chometz. 

Therefore one does not need to move heavy 

have not been washed.  

Bins: Outdoor garbage bins do not require 

cleaning. In the unlikely case that any Chometz 

remains inside after collection, it will be mini-

mal and completely inedible.  

Areas being sold: Anything which is being 

included in the sale of Chometz does not re-

quire cleaning12. Therefore as a way to mini-

mise cleaning, toys and similar items can be 

sealed in cupboards and included in the sale of 

Chometz. Cupboards included in the sale of 

Chometz do not need to be cleaned.  

Similarly if a person is moving out of their 

home for Pesach they are not required to 

clean. The Chometz in the home can be includ-

ed in the sale of Chometz13.  

Spring cleaning: Spring cleaning is good to do 

from time-to-time, but with so much to do for 

Pesach, spring cleaning can be left for spring 

(in the southern hemisphere) or another time.  

The list below include things which are nice to 

do for spring-cleaning, but not required for 

Pesach cleaning. If they can be done as part of 

getting the house presentable for Yomtov, 

great. But they should not waste our time or 

be a cause for stress.  

 Steam-cleaning of carpets is not required. A 

thorough regular vacuuming is sufficient. 

 Washing curtains or blinds is not required. 

Kitchen or eating-room curtains which have 

Chometz substance on them should be 

wiped or washed.   

 Window cleaning is not required for Pesach. 

Similarly walls do not need cleaning, espe-

cially above the reaching-height of young 

children. If any Chometz substance is stuck 

on walls such as in eating room, it should be 

removed. Kitchen walls near food areas and 

splashbacks do require thorough cleaning.  

 Dusting is not required.  

A couple more things to keep in mind; Halachi-

cally it is problematic to complain about the 

hard work and effort Pesach requires. The 

Poskim explain that this was the question of 

the wicked son – What is this Avodah to you?14  

Simchas Yomtov is a Mitzvah Min Hatorah and 

we should not come to the Seder feeling like a 

washed out Shamtteh. Chumros are meant to 

be an expression of joy in serving Hashem. If 

they are causing resentment, please speak to 

your Rabbi. We want our kids to enjoy and 

have a positive attitude to Yomtov and they 

should be involved in preparing. Stress and 

anger don’t help create a positive atmosphere 

and anger is a serious Aveira. 

For all Shaalos please ask your local Rov. 

furniture pieces which are difficult to move to clean 

under or behind them e.g. bookcases, pianos, large 

sideboards, fridges, dishwashers and ovens. One 

need only clean as far as they can reach (using a 

vacuum nozzle) and rely on the Bittul for the rest. 

Furniture which is easy to move or regularly moved 

must be moved to clean beneath them. This in-

cludes beds, couches, tables and chairs.  

Likewise, one does not need to dismantle things 

(where it is not easy or common to do so) to reach 

Chometz which may be inside. Instead we rely on 

Bittul. One is not required to unstitch couch lining, 

even if there is certainly Chometz inside.  

Outdoor areas: Outdoor areas are more lenient 

because of the likelihood that any Chometz would 

have been eaten by birds. On Erev pesach they 

should be visually inspected6. If one does eat Cho-

metz outdoors or one’s children do, they should be 

swept, especially where this was doen within 30 

days of Yomtov. 

Tiny crumbs: Technically, tiny crumbs (pirurim) are 

so insignificant that they are automatically nulli-

fied7. Whilst one may not be obligated to remove 

them, nonetheless one cannot consume even the 

tiniest speck of Chometz on Pesach and so kitchen 

or food areas must be thoroughly cleaned from all 

crumbs. Nonetheless it is an accepted practise (and 

according to some opinions Halachically required) 

to remove even tiny crumbs in all cases. 

Based on the above, many Poskim rule that Meikar 

Hadin seforim do not require to be cleaned8. None-

theless it is an acceptable Chumra for Seforim 

which have been used near food to either be 

cleaned (shaken out) or included in the sale of Cho-

metz. One should have separate bentchers and 

preferably siddurim for Pesach9.  

Soiled Chometz: Chometz pieces which are smaller 

than a Kzayis (and certainly crumbs) which have 

become even slightly soiled (Metunaf Ktzas) and 

will be nullified, do not need to be removed as 

there is no concern that they will be consumed10. 

Therefore, for difficult to clean areas, after rooms 

have been swept they should be mopped with a 

strong cleaning product which should be pushed 

into the cracks and crevices to render any remain-

ing crumbs soiled. One does not need to clean 

under skirting boards using toothpicks etc. 

Chometz which is completely spoiled or rotten to 

the extent that it would be inedible for a dog, does 

not need to be removed even when larger than a 

Kzayis11. This also includes soaps, shampoo, etc.     

Clothing:  Based on the above, clothing which has 

been through a washing cycle with detergent does 

not need to be checked and the pockets do not 

need to be shaken out. The detergent renders any 

crumbs soiled. Likewise, previously washed linen 

and towels do not need to be checked or washed 

again. If one never puts food into their pockets or 

purses, they do not need to be cleaned even if they 
Sources on reverse page 


