
 

  

SHAALOS UTESHUVOS 

Join us this week for a discussion 

on the laws of  

When Erev Pesach falls on       

Shabbos 

A special Kuntres composed by the 

Rov of Yerushalaim when this Kvius 

occurred 111 years ago 

Sunday 9:30am in the Kollel with 

Rabbi Johnson.  

Zoom option is also available 

Haggadah Vertelach              

Enhance your seder experience! 

Sign-up to the Kollel’s Haggadah 

Vertelach whatsapp group to      

receive a short daily audio-clip of 

Haggadah insights.   

Shared by the Kollel Rabbis and 

guest Rabbonim. Starting this          

Sunday March 7, Adar 26. 

MIVTZA HACHANA YUD 

ALEF NISSAN                                 

Prepare for Yud Alef Nissan - the 

Rebbe’s birthday - in the most 

meaningful way. 

Sign up online, learn 4 Maamarim 

over 4 weeks and be entered into 

the raffle to win $500 worth of  

Chassidus Seforim 

KollelMenachem.com.au/11nissan  

MIVTZA HALACHA 

Learn all of the Halachos for the 

Seder from the Alter Rebbe’s  Shul-

chan Aruch in less than 15 minutes 

each day. 

Pick up a learning booklet in Shule 

or download a copy on our website 

Kollelmenachem.com.au/pesach 

 

ד“בס  
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Both of these paths in the service of Hashem are 

great. Each are equally legitimate and each have 

their unique strengths and qualities.  

This is why the Midrash asks which of the two is 

greater. Each one has advantages over the other, 

making it difficult to distinguish between them. 

The conclusion is that whilst they both great, ulti-

mately it is the Parah Adumah, the Avodah of 

Teshuvah which is the greater of the two. As our 

sages teach, in the place where Baalei Teshuvah 

stand, even the perfect Tzaddikim cannot stand. 

Like the Korban Pesach that was brought in the Beis 

Hamikdash, the Tzaddikim find themselves com-

pletely in the environment of Torah, Mitzvos and 

Holiness. Tzaddikim are surrounded by light. 

Baalei Teshuvah find themselves in a place of dark-

ness and challenge—outside of the camp, in a state 

and environment of distance. To overcome these 

challenges and darkness requires a far greater effort 

and sacrifice. They need to dig deeper and access 

the deeper, hidden layers of their soul. 

This is why Parshas Parah is read the week before 

Parshas Hachodesh, which discusses the laws of the 

Korban Pesach. Parshas Parah comes first and Par-

shas Hachodesh follows behind.  

The Zohar teaches that Moshiach will come to bring 

the Tzaddikim to Teshuvah, elevating them to the 

higher level of the Avodah of the Baalei Teshuvah.    

May we merit the coming of Moshiach when we will 

bring the 10th and final Parah Adumah. With these 

ashes we will be purified and be able to bring the 

Korban Pesach once more in the Third Beis Hamik-

dash this year.  

The Midrash compares two Chukim, the Chok of the 

Korban Pesach (זאת חוקת הפסח) and the Chok of the 

Parah Adumah (זאת חוקת התורה) and asks which of 

the two is greater? 

To answer this question, the Midrash shares a para-

ble of two noblewomen who are travelling together 

and both look the same. How can you tell which of 

the two is greater? The one who her friend escorts 

her to her home is the greater one. 

The Midrash concludes that similarly, the Chok of 

Parah Adumah is greater, because those who will 

be eating the Korban Pesach are reliant on (follow 

behind) the Parah Adumah for their purification. 

What is the deeper idea behind this discussion? 

The Korban Pesach, like all other Korbanos, was 

brought in the confines of the Beis Hamikdash. It 

represents the Avodah of the Tzaddikim, the per-

fectly righteous who have no shortcomings or lack-

ings in their observance of Torah and Mitzvos. 

This is like the Jewish people at the time of the 

Exodus (Pesach), who were likened to a sin-free, 

newborn baby child.  

In contrast, the Parah Adumah was not brought in 

the Beis Hamikdash. On the contrary, it was 

brought outside of the 3 camps, representing those 

who are ’on the outside’. The Parah Adumah is 

called a Chatas, a sin-offering. Chatas also comes 

from the terminology to purify.  

Whereas the Korban Pesach represents the Avodah 

of the Tzaddikim, the Parah Adumah represents the 

Avodah of the Baal Teshuvah, the purification of 

those who were impure and on the outside. 
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Shabbos Hagadol Drosho 

On the Shabbos before Pesach, it is customary 

for the Rov of the community to teach the 

Halachos of the upcoming Yomtov1. When 

Erev Pesach falls on Shabbos, the ‘Shabbos 

Hagadol Drosho’ is not given on that Shabbos2.  

Rather, it is given on the preceding Shabbos3 

so that people are aware of the Halachos in 

advance in order to make their Pesach prepa-

rations4. 

Shabbos Hagadol Piyutim 

Some Kehillos have the custom or reciting 

special Piyutim for Shabbos Hagadol in 

Chazoras Hashatz. When Erev Pesach falls on 

Shabbos, there are differing customs.  

Some Kehillos say the Piyutim on the previous 

Shabbos5 (like the Drosho). In this case, some 

authorities write that the Piyutim should not 

be said in the Chazoras Hashatz, bur rather at 

the conclusion (so that it would not constitute 

an interruption).  

Other Poskim write that the Piyutim should be 

said as usual on the Shabbos of Erev Pesach6. 

In such a case, one needs to be careful to en-

sure davening finishes in time for people to be 

able to finish eating Chometz on time. Others 

write that in such a Kvius, the Piyutim are not 

said at all7.  

The miracle of Shabbos Hagadol is still 

‘observed’ on the Shabbos of Erev Pesach. 

Shabbos Hagadol Haftorah 

There are different customs with regards to 

when the special Haftorah of Shabbos Hagadol 

- Ve’arvah8 - is read.  

Many Kehillos read the Haftorah every year on 

Shabbos Hagadol, whether it is Erev Pesach or 

not9. The Levush explains that it is because the 

Haftorah refers to the arrival of Eliyahu Hanovi 

to announce the coming of Moshiach, just like 

Moshe announced the redemption of the Jew-

ish people.   

Many Poskim rule that the Haftorah of Shab-

bos Hagadol is only recited when Shabbos 

Hagadol falls on Erev Pesach10.  

This is the ruling of the Alter Rebbe. The Alter 

Rebbe explains that it is because in the Hafto-

rah we read “and they brought their Maaser to 

the storehouse”. On Erev Pesach of the 4th 

and 7th year of the Shemittah cycle, any 

Maaser that had not been given over the pre-

vious 3 years had to be removed from one’s 

If one forgot to do Bedikas Chometz on Thurs-

day night, they should do the search on Friday 

day, with a Bracha and candle. If one forgot to 

do the Bedika on Friday and remembered on 

Shabbos, some authorities permit asking a 

non-Jew to carry an already lit candle to do 

the search22.  

Other Poskim write that nowadays when we 

thoroughly clean the house before Pesach, we 

can rely on this not to do the Bedika on Shab-

bos. The Bedika is then performed on Motzai 

Yomtov of the first days of Pesach23 (obviously 

without putting out any pieces of Chometz).    

The Alter Rebbe24 writes that on Shabbos we 

do not to the Bedika at all, implying that even 

with a non-Jew carrying a candle. The Bedika 

can be done on Yomtov night with a candle.  

Biur Chometz 

The Chometz found during the Bedika, as well 

as any Chometz that one will not be eating 

over Shabbos that is not being sold, in burned 

on Friday. 

One should only leave over a minimum 

amount of Chometz that is necessary for the 2 

Shabbos meals of Friday night and Shabbos 

morning.  

Technically, one should be able to burn the 

Chometz at anytime of the day. Only on Erev 

Pesach does one need to ensure that the 

burning takes place at or before the beginning 

of the 6th hour of the day.  

Nonetheless, even when one Erev Pesach falls 

on Shabbos and one is burning the Chometz a 

day earlier, one should still burn it at the usual 

time, so that one does not come to mistakenly 

think that they can burn the Chometz after 

midday in other years25. 

The Bitul Chometz usually said at the time of 

the burning of Chometz is not said, because 

one cannot nullify the Chometz that they 

know about, because they still need to eat it 

on Shabbos. The final Bittul is said on Shab-

bos26. 

Davening early on Friday 

On a regular Erev Pesach, it is customary to 

daven early in the morning, to allow sufficient 

time to be able to eat Chometz. When Erev 

Pesach falls on Shabbos, one does not need to 

daven early on Friday morning as there is no 

prohibition on eating Chometz on Friday 

(Nissan 13) after the 3rd hour.  

house (Biur Maaser). According to some 

Rishonim, this was done on Erev Pesach.  

The custom of the Vilna Gaon was to say the 

Haftorah of Vearvah every year except when 

Shabbos is Erev Pesach.   

Reciting the Haggadah on Shabbos Hagadol 

On Shabbos Hagadol after Mincha, it is custom-

ary to recite from the Haggadah from Avadim 

Hayinu11. This is done even if Shabbos Hagadol 

is on Erev Shabbos12. Some have the custom of 

not reciting from the Hagaddah after Mincha 

when Erev Pesach falls on Shabbos. 

Fast of the First Born 

When Erev Pesach falls on Shabbos, the Shul-

chan Aruch writes that the fast of the first born 

is observed on the Thursday (Nissan 12) and 

there are those who say that in such a year 

there is no fast at all13. The Ram”o writes that 

we should follow the first opinion (fasting on 

Thursday)14. 

The fast is not observed on Friday so as not to 

enter into Shabbos is a state of affliction15. 

Based on the lenient opinion that there is no 

fast at all, there is room for leniency on this 

fast. See for example Kaf Hachaim16 writes that 

one who is fasting for their son who is a first 

born can be lenient. One can also be more 

lenient if feeling unwell17. Even those who 

generally do not rely on a Siyum or Seudas 

Mitzvah to eat, may do so in this Kvius.  

Even one who is fasting may not eat a meal 

before doing Bedikas Chometz. If required, 

they may eat a small amount of bread or Me-

zonos (less than an egg volume – 57g) or any 

amount of fruit, meat etc. as this is only con-

sidered a Te’imah (taste) and not a meal. Alter-

natively, they may appoint a Shaliach to do the 

search for them so that they may eat18.  

Bedikas Chametz 

Bedikas Chometz cannot be performed on the 

night before Pesach (Friday night) as one can-

not carry the candle which is needed for the 

search19. Instead, Bedikas Chometz is per-

formed on Thursday night (Nissan 13) in the 

usual manner with a Bracha20. After the Bedika, 

the Bitul is said as per usual to nullify the Cho-

metz that one did not find or does not know of.  

All Chametz that is found during the Bedika 

and any Chometz that will be used over Shab-

bos must be sealed and stored in a safe place 

so that it can’t be taken by children or mice21.   

Sources on reverse 


