
 

 

ing and elevating our world so that it becomes recep-

tive to G-dliness.  

Each of these two possibilities has an advantage. 

Revelation that comes purely from Above is far great-

er than one aroused from below. It is not limited by 

the level of our Avodah or our capacity to receive the 

revelation. But because it is beyond the world, it will 

always remain beyond our experience and grasp.      

In contrast, by elevating the world from below, the 

world becomes a fitting Keili to receive the light. Even 

though the revelation may be on a lower level, it will 

be internalised within the world and unite within it.  

There were 12 precious stones on the Choshen of the 

Kohen Gadol on which the names of the 12 Tribes 

were engraved. The Shoham was the stone of Yosef 

and Yashfeh was the stone on Binyamin. 

In Kabbalah, Yosef is referred to as Tzaddik Elyon 

(literally the higher Tzaddik). Binyomin is the Tzaddik 

Tachton (the lower Tzaddik). 

Yosef, the Tzaddik Elyon draws down G-dly revelation 

into the world from Above to below. Binyomin, the 

Tzaddik Tachton is about lifting up the world and from 

below to Above.  

Revelation from Above is associated with the Sefirah 

of Chessed, which gives indiscriminately. Therefore 

Michael, the angel of loving kindness, emphasises 

that the revelation of the redemption should take 

place in this manner; The light of the redemption will 

be like the Shoham of Yosef.  

Gavriel, the angel of Gevurah argued that the revela-

tion of Moshiach will come through the elevation of 

our world from below like Yashfeh, the stone of Bin-

yomin. Elevation from below to Above is the attribute 

of Gevurah.  

Hashem responds let it be both. Hashem transcends 

all limitations and can bring the redemption in a way 

that combines the advantages of each possibility; The 

greatest, loftiest G-dly revelations which are com-

pletely beyond the world, will come down and be  

received and internalised within the world.   

The world and G-dliness will meet at the top of the 

mountain and the bottom of the mountain simultane-

ously and the light of redemption will shine brilliantly 

through windows of onyx and jasper. 

 

MIVTZA HALACHA 5780 

Learn the key Halachos of Rosh 

Hashana, Yom Kippur and Sukkos 

from the Alter Rebbe’s Shulchan 

Aruch in time for Tishrei this year. 

Download the learning booklets 

which have the Halachos divided up 

into 15-minute daily sections. 

Available in Hebrew and in English. 

Learn on your own or join the Kollel 

Rabbis for a daily Zoom shiur. 

www.Kollelmenachem.com.au/

tishreihalocha 

ANASH CHASSIDUS   

LEARNING PROGRAM  

Join the Mivtza to unite as a com-

munity to learn Chassidus for the 

month of Elul.  

Each week we will post an Elul of 

Tishrei-related Maamar and Sicha 

(in both Hebrew and English) to be 

learned during that week. 

You can learn with your own 

Chavrusa or we can help you find 

someone to learn with. We will also 

feature weekly shiurim with guest 

Mashpiim. 

Complete all 4 weeks and enter a 

raffle to win $500 worth of             

Chassidus Seforim.    

Sign up and download the first 

week’s learning at 

www.kollelmenachem.com/

maamarim 

SHOFAR SERIES 

Learn how to blow the Tekiyos for  

Rosh Hashona. If Moshiach has not 

come, we may still be at home.   

Kollel will be hosting a series to help 

you learn how to blow kosher        

Tekiyos for your family and on 

Mivztoim. Halacha, technique and 

Kavanos. Details coming this week. 

This week’s Haftorah is the third of the Haftaros of 

consolation from the prophecies of Yishaya Hanovi. 

These prophecies describe the future redemption and 

ingathering of exiles which are the ultimate comfort. 

Yishaya says that in the times of the Geulah: י מְת ִּ֚ ושְַׂ
ךְ  ח וכְלָ־גבְוּל ַ֖ י אֶקְדָָּ֑ בְנ ֵ֣ י ךְ לאְַׂ י ךְ וּשְעָרַַׂ֖ דְכדֹ֙ ש מְשתַַֹׂ֔ כַַּֽׂ
פֶץ  בְנ י־ח ַּֽ  לְאַׂ

And I will make your windows of Kadkod and your 

gates of carbuncle stones and all your border of pre-

cious stones.  

Kadkod refers to a type of precious stone. But which 

stone is it?  

According to the Gemara, the identity of Kadkod is 

debated by the two great archangels, Michael and 

Gavriel. One says that it is Shoham (translated as 

onyx) and the other says that is it Yashfeh (translated 

as jasper). Hashem adjudicates, “let it be like both!” 

Chassidus explains that there is something deeper 

going on here. The angels are not debating what ma-

terials should be used in the rebuilding of Zion. They 

are debating the way in which the redemption will be 

realised and how the light of Hashem will be revealed 

within our world.    

The word used for window is שמשותיך, related to the 

word שמש (the sun). The metaphor of the sun 

represents the revelation of Hashem’s presence. Pres-

ently, the physicality of our world conceals G-dliness. 

But in the times of Moshiach, the Divine light will 

shine openly within our worldly reality. At that time, 

the world and G-dliness will be perfectly united.  

But how will this come about?  

Imagine two friends, one standing at the top of a 

mountain and the other at the bottom. They can 

come together and reunite in one of two ways. The 

one standing below can climb up to the top or their 

friend at the top can come down to the ground.  

The same is true with the future unification of the 

world and G-dliness. One possibility is that the revela-

tion of Hashem’s presence will come down from 

Above. Even though the world will remain lowly and 

limited, the Divine light will shine here openly.   

Another possibility is that the Geulah will come 

through our world being elevated to greater spiritual 

heights. This is achieved through our efforts of refin-
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The Ram”o in Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 

Siman 581, records the custom of blowing the 

Shofar after Shachris during the month of Elul, 

starting from the day of Rosh Chodesh. 

According to our calendar, Av is always a full 

month of 30 days (מלא). Therefore there are 2 

days of Rosh Chodesh Elul; the 30th of Av and 

the 1st of Elul. So which day of Rosh Chodesh do 

we begin blowing Shofar?  

The Mishna Berura records that there are diver-

gent practises. Some authorities rule that we 

begin blowing Shofar from the first day of Rosh 

Chodesh, Others rule that we begin from the 

second day of Rosh Chodesh.  

Why do we blow Shofar in Elul? 

The Tur gives the reason for this Minhag, quoting 

Pirkei DeRabbi Eliezer; 

“On Rosh Chodesh Elul, Hashem said to Moshe 

 .come up to Me on the Mountain ,עלה אלי ההרה

He went up then to receive the second set of 

Luchos. At that time they blew the Shofar in the 

camp to tell the people that Moshe had gone up, 

so that they wouldn’t mistakenly sin with Avodah 

Zarah again.” 

(When Moshe went up to receive the first set of 

Luchos, the Jewish people sinned with the Gold-

en Calf due to a miscalculation. 

They knew that Moshe would be up on the 

mountain for 40 days and began counting on the 

day that he ascended. However, the 40 days had 

to be full days, inclusive of their nights. Since 

Moshe went up in the morning, that day could 

not be counted and the 40 days would only begin 

the following day. When their count ended and 

Moshe did not return, they proceeded to make 

the Eigel 

They sounded the Shofar when Moshe went up 

to get the second Luchos to remind them not to 

make the same mistake).   

Just as they blew Shofar on Rosh Chodesh of that 

year, it became customary to blow the Shofar 

every year on that day. The reason we continue 

blowing Shofar throughout the month is to 

awaken us to Teshuvah. 

Which day of Rosh Chodesh we begin blowing 

Shofar will depend on what day Moshe went up 

Har Sinai at that time. 

Rashi (Shemos 33:11) writes that Moshe went up 

Har Sinai for the 3rd time on Rosh Chodesh Elul 

and returned 40 days later on Yom Kippur with 

the second Luchos. 

The calculation of the R’em 

Rabbi Eliyahu Mizrachi (the R’em) questions this 

hag of starting on the 2nd day of Rosh Chodesh.  

This custom is based on an allusion in the Posuk 

 This hints that we should blow .תקעו בחודש שופר

the Shofar for a total of a month of days; The 2 

days of Rosh Hashona and 28 days of Elul (we 

don’t blow Shofar on Erev Rosh Hashona). Addi-

tionally, Tosfos (Bava Kamma 82a) following 

Midrash Tanchuma writes an opinion that 

Moshe ascended Har Sinai on the 1st of Elul 

Chabad Custom 

Hayom Yom records the Frierdike Rebbe’s in-

struction that on the 1st day of Rosh Chodesh 

we blow ‘to practise’. We begin the official Min-

hag of blowing the Shofar from the 2nd day of 

Rosh Chodesh. 

(Whilst this appears to be a form of 

‘compromise’ between the 2 customs, see Liku-

tei Sichos vol 34 for a deeper explanation) 

  

Rashi and his calculation of the 40 days;  

(His question is based on a number of premises; 

In our calendar, and indeed since the time of 

Ezra, Elul has always been only 29 days. Addition-

ally, Chaza”l teach that each time Moshe went up 

on to Har Sinai it was in the morning). 

If we count from the 1st of Elul until Yom Kippur, 

there are only 38 full days inclusive of their 

nights since the 1st of Elul itself could not be 

counted as it did not include a night.   

Even if Rashi means the first day of Rosh Cho-

desh, i.e. the 30th of Av, there would still only be 

39 full days inclusive of their nights. 

The R’em answers that we must say that Moshe 

actually went up Har Sinai on the 29th of Av (in 

the morning). Since this day didn’t include the 

night, the count of 40 days would begin from the 

30th of Av. Even though Rashi writes that Moshe 

ascended on Rosh Chodesh, it means that the 

count of 40 days began then.  

This view that Moshe went up on the 29th of Av 

is also the opinion of Seder Olam Rabbah, Chizku-

ni, Daas Zekeinim and Levush. 

The calculations of the Bach 

The Bach challenges the resolution of the R’em. 

Firstly, Rashi clearly says that Moshe went up on 

Rosh Chodesh Elul and not the 29th of Av. Sec-

ondly, if Moshe went up on the 29th of Av, why 

don’t we blow Shofar on that day? 

The Bach presents two alternative resolutions; 

1. Moshe went up on the 30th of Av (the first day 

of Rosh Chodesh Elul). But unlike our calendar, 

that year Elul was a full month of 30 days (מלא). 

From the 1st of Elul until the day of Yom Kippur is 

40 full days including their nights.  

2. In his second answer, the Bach reconciles the 

calculation even according to our calendar where 

Elul is only 29 days.  

When Chaza”l say that Moshe went up Har Sinai 

in the mornings, they are referring to when he 

went up on his own. However, when Hashem 

summoned Moshe to ascend, he went up imme-

diately. Hashem’s command עלה אלי ההרה to 

ascend Har Sinai for the 3rd time, was issued on 

the night of the 30th of Av. Since Moshe ascend-

ed that night, the 30th of Av can be counted as 

the first full day with its night. 

According to these opinions, we should blow 

Shofar on the 30th of Av, the first day of Rosh 

Chodesh Elul. 

Starting on the 2nd Day of Rosh Chodesh 

However the Magen Avraham records the Min-


