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PUBLIC HOLIDAY LEARNING

On Tuesday morning, a large
crowd attended our Cup Day

breakfast shiur.

Rabbi Johnson presented on the
Torah perspective on the issue of
passive and active euthanasia and

other end of life ethical dilemmas.

The shiur contrasted the Torah’s
view of value of life verses quality
of life, analysing various sources
from the Gemora, Rishonim and

modern-day Poskim.

.YARCHEI KALLAH

The countdown is on to this year’s

Summer Learning Program.
Monday December 25 - January 1
Teves 7 - Teves 14

Our guest scholar this year is
Rabbi Reuven Wolf, director of
Maayan Yisroel Los Angeles.
For more details visit

www.jewishlearning.com.au

YARCHEI KALLAH RETREAT

Book now to join us for six days of
relaxation for body and soul.
The program features fully catered
meals 3 times a day, beautiful
holiday accommodation and facili-
ties, a full program of shiurim,
babysitting and kids’ programs and
more.

January 2 - January 8 at the Foot-
hills conference centre resort in
Mooroolbark.

Our guest scholar will be Rabbi
Aron Moss, Sydney, who is joined
by a team of quality speakers.

www.jewishlearningretreat.com.au
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Removing darkness to find the light

Learning Gemara is difficult. Even for the seasoned
student, it can take a life-time to master. One of the
reasons it is so challenging is because of its complex
structure.

The process of Talmud Bavli (Gemara) involves
questions, challenges, postulations and refutations,
contradictions and resolutions. We call this the
NDI X7pw, the give-and-take or back-and-forth of
the Talmudic debate.

The ultimate objective is to come to the conclusion,
which is clarity on the issue under discussion or the
Halachic ruling. But in order to get to the resolution
one needs to wade through pages of arguments
and analysis which can be confusing.

Our sages describe the Talmud Bavli using the verse
N1'win 0'awnna, “He has caused me to dwell in
darkness”. This was meant as a criticism of the style
of study in Bavel. The darkness represents the con-
fusion and lack of clarity reflected in the arguments
and questioning.

This is in contrast to the Talmud Yerushalmi. In the
Yerushalmi the Halacha is clearly enunciated and
there is no questioning and little argument. If the
Bavli is “darkness”, the Yerushalmi is “light”.

This would suggest that the Talmud Yerushalmi is
superior to the Bavli.

Yet, the bulk of Torah study and Halachic deduction
is from the Bavli. And when there is a discrepancy
between the two Talmuds, Halacha is like the Bavli.

One of the reasons for this is because having to
answer and resolve the questions and challenges
brings us to a greater clarity on the Halacha.

The process of coming to the Halachic conclusion is
referred to as X270 1219, clarifying the Halacha.
The word |12'2 comes from the word |27 (white).
Through the process we remove the darkness to
reveal the white light of truth.

The darkness itself is not the objective. But it is only
through the darkness that the true objective of
greater light can be achieved. And in doing so, the
darkness itself is pushed away.

At the end of the Parsha, as Eliezer is bringing Rivka
back to marry Yitzchak, the Torah tells us pnx' xx!
17V NI9? nTwa NIy, “and Yitzchak went out to
converse in the field towards evening.” our sages
explain that he was davening Mincha which is said
towards evening.

The word NI means to converse. It is also related
to n'n¥ which means to bend down. The word
N119% can also mean to remove.

The field refers to the teachings known as Braisa.
Literally meaning “outside” (because they were left
out of the Mishna), the Braisa teaches the details of
the Halachos and is an integral part of the Talmudic
debate in clarifying the Mishna’s rulings. Relative to
the Mishna which is likened to the city, the Braisa is
like the fields outside the city walls.

So, on a deeper level, the verse can be read “and
Yitzchak descended down into the Braisa in order to
remove the darkness (evening).”

This brings about the fulfilment of the prophesy of
Zecharia 1IX ' 211V NYY, towards evening (from
the darkness) there will be light.

We can apply this concept in our own lives as well.
We all experience moments of darkness and being
on “the outside”. We suffer times of confusion and
lack of clarity. We face challenges, suffering, difficul-
ty and hardship.

Hidden in these experiences of darkness is a greater
light - greater strength and resilience, triumph and
growth. If we never had to face darkness, we would
never have been able to reveal and actualise these
deeper strengths.

If you want to remove something, you have to go
down and get involved with it, but the objective is
not to remain there.

We have to face the darkness of the field, not be-
cause we want to be there, but because only by
working to overcome it, will we be able to remove
the darkness and discover and unleash the greater
light.

~ Based on Torah Ohr Parshas Chayei Sarah



Tallis or Tefillin? Which comes first? - Part 2

As discussed in last week’s edition, accepted
Halacha and practise is that we put on the
Tallis before putting on Tefillin. This require-
ment leads to some additional practical con-
siderations.

When only wearing Tefillin

If one only has time to do one of the Mitzvos
at the present time - either Tallis or Tefillin,
Tefillin take precedence. Even though Tallis is
the more frequent Mitzvah, Tefillin have
greater Kedusha®®.

Similarly if one only wishes to put on Tefillin,
they need not put the Tallis on first. This is
relevant for those who follow the Middas
Chassidus of putting on Tefillin and reciting
the Shema at home before davening (so as

not to recite Shema without Tefillin?®)?’.

Tefillin and Tallis in the same bag

When the Tallis and Tefillin are kept in the
same bag, Lechatchila the Tallis should be
placed above the Tefillin. If the Tallis would
be placed underneath the Tefillin, one would
have to be nixnn v 11aun, to ‘pass over’ the
Mitzvah of Tefillin in order to put the Tallis on
first®®, ‘Passing over’ a Mitzvah at hand, even
to do another Mitzvah is problematic.

In the event that the Tefillin were place
above the Tallis, the Tefillin should be put on
before the Tallis®. This is because the re-
quirement to put the Tallis on first is only
based on an Asmachta. Whereas not ‘passing
over’ a Mitzvah is a Biblically mandated Torah
rule.

(The Ta”z** notes that this is unlike the laws
of Tefillin themselves. Tefillin Shel Yad is
donned before Tefillin Shel Rosh. Therefore
the Tefillin should be stored in their bag with
the Tefillin Shel Yad slightly above the Tefillin
Shel Rosh so that it will be the first to be re-
moved.

If the Tefillin Shel Rosh was placed on top of

the Shel Yad, one must still put on the Tefillin
Shel Yad first, even though they are ‘passing

over’ the Tefillin Shel Rosh*. This is because

the Torah expressly teaches that Tefillin Shel

Yad must be put on first.)

Magen Avraham® writes that where the Tefil-
lin were placed on top of the Tallis, the Tefil-
lin are only put on first if they were not in

their own separate bag. If the Tefillin were in a
separate bag, the Tallis should still be put on first
as it is not considered being nixnn v 11aun.

The Mishna Berura®® writes that the other
Acharonim*®* do not make an exception and
NIXNN 27U 1aun would apply even if the Tefillin
were in a separate bag. Therefore, he concludes
that one cannot follow the leniency of the Ma-
gen Avraham, even if it will be embarrassing for
him to put Tefillin on before the Tallis.

The Alter Rebbe® however does bring the ruling
of the Magen Avraham as Halacha.

According to Kabbalah, the requirement to put
the Tallis before Tefillin is so strong, that even
where one took out the Tefillin first, one should
‘pass over’ the Tefillin to first put on the Tallis.
Further, even if one had put on Tefillin already,
he should remove the Tefillin, put on the Tallis
and then put the Tefillin on again®®. Halacha
does not follow the view of the Mekubalim.

All of the above only applies when one intends
to put on both Tallis and Tefillin at that time. If
one is only planning on putting on the Tallis, they
may do so even when ‘passing over’ the Tefil-
lin®.

Some Acharonim suggest that one can put on
the Tallis and recite some Tefillos or Tehillim.
This creates a hefsek and one may then put on
the Tefillin at the later point even if they were
on top of the Tallis.

Which should you buy first?
A side discussion but related to the topic:

Kneses Hagedola writes that since Tallis takes
precedence, being the more frequent Mitzvah, if
one only has the ability to buy either Tefillin or a
Tallis, they should first purchase a Tallis.

The Acharonim argue with this ruling and write
that even though Tallis is put on first, purchas-
ing Tefillin takes precedence. They offer differ-

ent reasons;

e QOur sages teach that one who does not put
on Tefillin |"219n nan 87T XxNaMp is
considered a rebellious sinner®® 9xw' wwia)
(]2122. We don’t find the same status of
severity regarding the Mitzvah of Tallis.

e Tzitzis is an ‘optional’ Mitzvah because tech-
nically it only applies if one is wearing a four-
cornered garment. In contrast, Tefillin is a

Rabbi Yonason Johnson

binding obligation that one must fulfill*°.

e Tefillin have greater Kedusha than Tal-
lis*.

Shaarei Teshuva! writes that only Tefillin

Shel Rashi should be procured before a

Tallis. However, Tefillin of Rabbeinu Tam

which are not worn by most people, would

not take precedence over Tzitzis.

Wearing Tallis and Tefillin to Shule

Last week we referenced the practise ac-
cording to Kabbalah*? of walking to Shule
while ‘crowned’ with Tallis and Tefillin as
quoted in Shulchan Aruch®.

If one is unable to walk to Shule wearing
Tallis and Tefillin because one needs to pass
through unclean places or if one is afraid of
non-Jews in the street, they should be put
on in the courtyard of the Shule before
entering the Shule itself**. This too is in
keeping with the words of the Zohar®.

Nowadays, very few people wear their Tallis
and Tefillin to Shule, likely due to the above
considerations. However at the very least
one should put on their Tallis and Tefillin
before entering the Shule — either in the
courtyard or foyer or other side room. Yet it
seems that most people do not do this
either. Why they do not remains a question.
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